
Newsletter of Sons of Confederate Veterans John R. Massey Camp No. 152  Fayetteville, Tenn. 

“Let all the ends thou aim’st at be thy Country’s, thy God’s, and Truth’s” 

Volume 2 No. 7 July 2023 Winner of the 2022 Tennessee Division Todd  Carter best newsletter award! 

Fellow Compatriots,  

 We have had some hot days lately, be careful when you are out in the heat. Our Confederate ancestors and their fami-

lies back home lived through the heat and cold, short on food, constantly hearing about loved ones and friend who had 

died defending their homeland. While things seem bad, we can always think about the struggles they made every day 

during the war and even worse, the hard years of reconstruction. The South remained devastated in many places for 

nearly a century. In Vicksburg Mississippi it was 1945 before they celebrated the 4th of July due to the treatment of 

it’s citizens during the war.  

 We will be moving back to Shoney’s for our Camp meetings. It has been hard for some folks to make the meeting 

with our location out of town. It also gives the opportunity to get a bite to eat or have a cup of coffee before the meet-

ings. This months meeting will be on the actual date of Nathan Bedford Forrest’s birthday, so come to the meeting aa 

we celebrate the birth of our great Tennessee Hero Ole Bedford! 

 The SCV National Reunion will be held in Hot springs Arkansas, it will be at the historic Arlington Hotel which is in 

the middle of town. If you have never been to a National reunion, try to make plane to attend one in the next few 

years. It is great to be around folks from across the country who have the same beliefs as us.  

 The Starnes Brigade is working on having a Color Guard class, we have several camp members that have been partic-

ipating in some of the memorial services in the area. It also looks good when we have folks in Confederate uniform at 

our recruiting tables. This is one of the many ways to start a conversation on the Confederacy and local history. We 

need to look at other places that we can set up an information and recruiting booth. We have a lot of potential here to 

add members to our Camp.  

Hopefully at our next meeting we will be able to set aside dates for the cemetery clean up at the Medium Cemetery in 

Delina. We can discuss what will be a good date at this months meeting. 

 Each of you should have received your dues renewal form from the Tennessee Division. Please send it in as soon as 

possible, the SCV National deadline is August 1st so get them to Adjutant Congo in time for him to process then and 

mail them to SCV HQ. Afterwards there will be a $5 late fee. If you have not been receiving your Confederate Veter-

an magazine let me know. With this being time for our dues to be renewed, it is also a good time to donate to one of 

the funds on your dues form. It would be a great time as well to sign up for one of our Life memberships, whether it is 

a Camp, Division or National Life membership or all three and you won’t have to worry about paying dues again, the 

forms are included at the end of this newsletter.  

 If you have an article you would like to see in our Camp newsletter, send it to me at: thedixieobserver@gmail.com 

  Keep on recruiting and if you know of someone that wants to join but is not sure about an ancestor, we have a gene-

alogist that can help with that. Thank you for your membership in the SCV, keep the faith, we know our history and 

will never yield in our fight to defend DIXIELAND!  Deo Vindice! James G. Patterson, TNREB 

Salute to the Confederate flag: 

I salute the Confederate flag, with affection, reverence and undying devotion, to the cause for which it stands. 



Nathan Bedford Forrest Day!  

Although Bill Lee has refused to issue this proclamation, it is still on the books as a day of special 

observance in the state of Tennessee. In the 2022 Tennessee Blue Book it has the Observed Days of 

Tennessee: Pursuant to the provisions of Tennessee Code Annotated 5-2-101 through 5-2-126 each 

year it shall be the duty of the Governor to proclaim the following as days of special observance: Na-

than Bedford Forrest Day, July 13. There are many other days listed including Robert E. Lee day and 

Confederate Decoration day. Nathan Bedford Forrest Day has been around since 1969, and before 

that, Forrest Day was a state holiday that began in 1921, the 100th anniversary of his birth.  

Honorable William A. Collier, Commander Forrest’s Calvary Corps wrote on December 19th 1927: 

Every Confederate soldier who did his duty measured up to the highest standard of a man. But no 
body of soldiers in all history possessed more patriotism or exhibited more courage and determina-
tion to do or die for their country than the followers of Nathan Bedford Forrest.  

One of Forrest’s greatest victories was his raid on Murfreesboro. He was a Colonel at that time and 

because of this battle he was promoted to Brigadier General. Below is the ultimatum he gave to the 

yankees : 

Murfreesborough, July 13, 1862 

Colonel – I must demand an unconditional surrender of your force as prisoners of war, or I will have 

every man put to the sword. You are aware of the overpowering force I have at my command, and this 

demand is made to prevent the effusion of blood. I am, Colonel, very respectfully, your obedient serv-

ant, 

N.B. Forrest” 

Happy Birthday to General Forrest! 

Born on July 13, 1821 in Chapel Hill Tennessee, Nathan Bedford Forrest became on of the most 

recognized men in the history of the state of Tennessee. He became a self made Millionaire with a 

plantation in Mississippi and other business ventures in Memphis. When the War Between the 

States began, Forrest started out as a Private but soon was promoted to Colonel and well before the 

end of the war had become a General. Forrest fought in Battles across the state of Tennessee, Mis-

sissippi and Alabama. By the end of the war Forrest had killed 31 men and had 30 horses shot out 

from under him. At the Battle of Thompson’s Station (Tenn.) on March 5, 1863, Roderick, a chest-

nut gelding, was killed. Forrest, "The Wizard of the Saddle," is said to have wept over his beloved 

horse. He is said to have made some yankee prisoners of was bury his horse. 

 There are more historical marker and monuments to Forrest than any other Tennessean. The ROTC 

building at MTSU is still named Forrest Hall. There is Nathan Bedford Forrest state park in Camden 

Tennessee which is on land from one of his great river battles and the Sons of Confederate Veterans 

owns and operates the Nathan Bedford Forrest boyhood home in Chapel Hill Tennessee. In Chapel 

Hill, there is a monument to Forrest, a round sculpture of Forrest at the City Library and the High 

School is still Forrest High! Three Cheers for Ole Bedford! 



“The Charge” given by Lt. Gen. S.D. Lee Commander in Chief UCV at the 1906 Reunion. 

“To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the cause for which we fought. To your 
strength will be given the defense of the Confederate soldier's good name, the guardianship of his history, the 
emulation of his virtues, the perpetuation of those principles which he loved and which you love also, and to those 
ideals which made him glorious and which you also cherish."  

Remember, it is your duty to see that the true history of the South is presented to future generations. 

DUES ARE DUE!! 
Everyone should have received a dues payment form. The SCV 

HQ deadline is August 1st, afterwards you will have to pay the 

$5 late fee. Send your dues in earlier so our Camp Adjutant can 

process them and have them to SCV HQ prior to August 1st. 

Become a life member of SCV National, the Tennessee Division and Camp No. 152 and 

never have to worry about paying your SCV dues again! All three forms are included in 

this newsletter. All three are a total of $1,075 for members under 64 years of age.  



The War Between the States in Tennessee  160 years ago this month  in 1863! 

July 1-2 TN The occupation of Tullahoma by Union forces brings no joy to Rosecrans, who sees Bragg’s move to a more defen-

sible position on the Tennessee River as a potential trap. Skirmishes at and near Bethpage Bridge, Elk River. 

July 2 TN Skirmishes at Morris’s Ford and Rock Creek Ford on the Elk River; other skirmishes at Pelham and Estill Springs.  

July 3 TN Skirmish at Boiling Fork near Winchester.  

July 4 After a long siege, Confederates surrender Vicksburg to Ulysses S. Grant, thus securing the Mississippi River for the Un-

ion. Following the Confederate losses at Tullahoma, Vicksburg, and Gettysburg, many people mistakenly assume the war is 

nearly over. However, the South is more resilient and the Union less sound than many people believe. Nevertheless, this mo-

ment, with major Union wins at both Gettysburg and Vicksburg, is considered the turning point of the Civil War.  

July 4 TN Skirmish near University Depot. Wheeler’s Cavalry at Sewanee covers Confederate retreat. Bragg’s Army of Tennes-

see reaches Chattanooga.  

July 5 TN Skirmish at Yellow Creek.  

July 6 TN Generals Sherman and Thomas pursue Bragg’s army southward, picking away at his wagon train and rear guard.  

July 10 TN Skirmish at Bolivar; capture of outpost at Union City.  

July 11-26 TN Confederate Gen. John Hunt Morgan leads his men from Sparta, TN, into Indiana and Ohio on a highly publi-

cized series of raids. Its timing, which coincides with the Vicksburg and Gettysburg campaigns, seems not to be strategically re-

lated to the other campaigns, although it does draw thousands of Federal troops away from their normal duties.  

July 13-15 TN Cavalry skirmish at Jackson; skirmish at Forked Deer River.   

July 14 TN Gen. Bragg’s army has retreated from Chattanooga to Atlanta.  

July 15 TN Skirmish at Pulaski.  

July 17 TN Skirmish on Stone’s River.  

July 18 TN Skirmish near Memphis. “ An editorial in the Richmond Enquirer admits, “The fall of Vicksburgh, the retreat of 

Bragg, the repulse of Lee, and the advance on Charleston, are all serious disasters – the most serious that have attended our ar-

mies since the beginning of the war.” A new Confederate Act authorizes the conscription of “all white men who are residents of 

the Confederate States between the ages of eighteen and forty-five years. [New York Times]  

July 24 TN Gen. Rosecrans arrives in Nashville, inspecting offices, gunboats, and Hospitals, where he takes time to visit with 

many convalescing soldiers. [NYT]  

July 26 TN John Hunt Morgan and his men, thwarted in their attempts to move south, are captured at West Point in Columbiana 

County, Ohio. The enlisted men are sent to military prisons; the officers are sent to the Ohio State Penitentiary. Morgan and sev-

en of his men will eventually tunnel out of prison and return to the Confederacy, continuing the raids until his death in Septem-

ber of 1864.   

“ TN Seventy-year-old Sam Houston dies in Huntsville, Texas.  

“ TN Lucy Virginia French writes in her journal from Beersheba Springs, Grundy County: “Scenes enacted here beggar descrip-

tion. Early in the morning the sack of the place began. But a few of the “bushwhackers” were in—the mountain people came in 

crowds and with vehickles [sic] of all sorts and carried off everything they could from both hotel and cottages.... They were emp-

tying Mrs. [Cockrill’s] house as we went to the school house, and two rough fellows were in our room playing the melodeon....  

[The] scenes we witnessed are indescribable. Gaunt, ill-looking men and slatternly, rough barefooted women stalking & racing 

To and fro, eager as famished wolves for prey, hauling out furniture—tearing up matting and carpets.”  

July 29 TN Skirmish near Fort Donelson.  

“ TN Lucy French describes the pillaging at her Grundy County residence: “[The Union soldiers] amused themselves by pulling 

down the chandeliers in the dining room, throwing ink bottles against the wall in the office—setting up bottles of wine upon the 

long Piazza and rolling nine-pin balls at them—using bottles for pins, (the Piazza floor was crimsoned with claret,) cutting the 

green cloth from the elegant billiard tables, one of which they broke to pieces, and divers other capers of like caliber such as dis-

tinguish Yankees wherever they may go.”  

July 30 TN Skirmish at Grand Junction.  



Private Daniel Houston Call, Forrest’s Escort. 

Preacher, Distiller. Call was a Confederate veteran who served under Nathan Bedford Forrest. After 

the war he became a Lay Preacher in the Evangelical Union Lutheran Church of Lois, Tennessee. 

Call had a whiskey still on his property and in 1864 took in an orphaned 16 year old Jack Daniel to 

help with his distilling. They entered into a partnership and Call began to teach Daniel all he knew 

about distilling whiskey. The partnership was officially registered with the U.S. Government on No-

vember 27, 1875. When the Lutheran Church sided with the Temperance Movement on the prohibi-

tion issue, Call decided to break from Jack Daniel and distilling. For the next 22 years Call focused 

on preaching, improving his ever expanding land holdings and raising 18 children – 4 who died in 

infancy. Daniel Call had married Mary Jane Nelson on Aug 4, 1856, in Lincoln Co., Tennessee.  



Terry’s Texas Rangers pistols sold at auction in Fayetteville Tennessee. 
 Some of you have heard this story before, it is being told again for those of you that are new to the Camp. This 
is from the Heritage auction companies website. 
Two Colt Revolvers Belonging to Lt. William H. Sharp 8th Texas Cavalry Terry's Texas Rangers with Great Story  
These two revolvers were the subject of national news stories after the consignor went to an estate auction in Fayette-
ville, Tenn. in October of 2006. One of the items at the auction was a large 19th century leather traveling trunk that 
was locked and could not be opened. The auctioneer said they chose not to damage the trunk by trying to open it and it 
would be sold 'as is where is'. It was obvious to the consignor the trunk contained something but he, of course, had no 
idea what. He went ahead and purchased the trunk for $30. After drilling out the lock he discovered in the right tray of 
the trunk hidden by some clothing, these two pistols. 
 The first of the guns is a Colt M1851 .36 caliber percussion Navy revolver #86256 matching, manufactured in 1859. 
The gun is overall smooth and dark with just a couple of tiny patches of light pitting, very minor, showing honest wear 
and use. retains traces of the cylinder scene has a number of tiny dings on the bottom of the grip straps and the bottom 
of the left side grip shows serious damage as if possible eaten by a rodent. Obviously a very long time ago. The right 
grip is fine. The action works fine but the gun will not stay at full cock. Very neatly inscribed in block letters on the 
inside grip strap, obviously with a hand tool, is "LT. W. H. SHARP", the periods actually being tiny squares, and on 
the top of the grip strap, obviously by the same hand "T. R. ". Sharp mustered into the 8th Texas Cav. on September 7, 
1861. He was wounded seriously at Murfreesboro, Tn. on December 31, 1862 and left on the field, being subsequently 
captured. After recovering from his wound (doubtless without the guns which apparently remained in Tennessee) he 
reported to his conscript officer in February of 1863. He returned to his regiment in August 1863, but was subsequent-
ly appointed Assistant Adjutant General to General Wharton. After the war Sharp was elected Sheriff of Brazoria 
County serving from 1878 until 1882. It is certainly reasonable to assume that the "T. R. " on the backstrap of the Na-
vy refer's to Terry's Rangers. 
The other gun is a Colt M1849 Pocket model , #29144 matching manufactured in 1853. Five shot with two line New 
York address. The gun retains 50% of the original cylinder scene and 40% of the original silver. There is one replaced 
frame screw, done by the consignor. The gun exhibits a generally smooth dark patina overall with some scattered salt 
and peppering. Mechanically fine with excellent grips. Although there is nothing that specifically identifies this gun as 
also belonging to Sharp it is certainly a reasonable assumption based on the circumstances under which it was discov-
ered. The set is accompanied by much other documentary material including a letter from the auction company verify-
ing that the consignor purchased the trunk with the contents sight unseen as well as voluminous additional history on 
Sharpe. Both guns are completely in the black and untouched, with the exception of the replacement of the frame 
screw. 
 Terry's Texas Ranger fought in more days of combat, across more states, with fewer desertions, than any other Con-
federate military unit. The Rangers fought in over 1000 engagements and were identified by Union Gen. William T. 
Sherman as the best of all Confederate Cavalry regiments. 
 A superb piece of Civil War Confederate and Texas history with a remarkable story related to its coming to light. 
Sold on Jun 9, 2012 for: $26,290.00 



Corporal Benjamin Walker 1st (Turney’s) Tennessee Infantry 

 

At 18 years of age Benjamin Walker joined the 1st (Turney’s) Tennessee Infantry Company H “The 

Shelton’s Creek Volunteers” on April 29, 1861 at Georges Store in the Camp community of Lincoln 

County Tennessee. This unit was mustered-in May 8th, 1861 in Lynchburg Virginia. He was mortally 

wounded with a gunshot to the chest during the Battle of Second Manassas (Second Bull Run) Au-

gust 28-30, 1862 and died from his wound in Richmond, Virginia on September 9th, 1862.  

 Junior 2nd Lieutenant Andrew J. Cashion, Company H, 1st (Turney’s) Tennessee Infantry who was 22 

years of age, joined the Confederate Army with Benjamin on May 8th, 1861. The following letter was 

written by A.J. Cashion, who was by Benjamin’s side when he died. 

 

Benjamin Walker’s last farewell to his Mother and Father written by A. J. Cashion. These words are 

from his own lips. 

Dear Mother and Father, 

 I have spent many happy hours with you while at home around your fireside but my country called 

me to leave my happy home and it was my lot to fall on the bloody field of battle. I have got my death 

wound, I am obliged to die. I never can return home again but dear Father and Mother,  do not weep 

for me because I am gone for I am willing to die the death in the cause of my Glorious Country. I 

don’t regret all of the hardships I have seen and bore for the good I hope I have done for your free-

dom, dear Father and Mother. If you only knew how willing I am to die for my country you would not 

weep for me which I hope you won’t. 

 I would like to see you before I die, but I know my wishes can’t be supplied. Dear Sisters, it was for 

you and your happiness that caused me to feel so much interested in this noble cause. It was for you 

that caused me to go forward without dread or fear for your welfare. Dear Sisters, I lost my life in the 

defense of you and your homes. I have done all that I can for you or for my country but don’t think 

that I mind losing my life for your freedom if we should be successful in the cause which we are en-

gaged. Dear Sisters, my days is nearly spent but I hope your days may be long on this earth and your 

days may be spent in pleasure and happiness. May God be with you all while you live and may you 

die in the care of Jesus where all will be well and good, I hope to die in his care. My last words to you 

is Hurrah for the Southern Flag and three cheers for the 1st Tennessee Regiment. So farewell to you 

all. 

These words he spoke to me with a smile on his face like he didn’t mind death at all. Written about 

1863. 

 

The Confederate soldiers that died in Richmond Virginia were buried in either Oakwood, Hollywood 

or Shockoe Hill. Corporal Walker is likely buried in one of those cemeteries. 

Deo Vindice. 



The members of John R. Massey SCV Camp #152 meet on the second Thursday of each month at 
6:00 PM at Shoney’s in Fayetteville at 1235 Huntsville Hwy. If you are going to eat, be there by 
5:00 PM so your food will be served before the meeting. Meetings are open to the public, guests are 
welcomed to attend. For our July 13th meeting: Our Speaker will be author and historian General 
Scales from Huntsville, he will be giving a program on Nathan Bedford Forrest. 

Confederate Calendar. 

July: July 13th monthly Camp meeting, General Forrest’s birthday. General Scales will be our speaker, he 
will give a program on General Forrest 

July 19– 22nd SCV National Reunion Hot Springs Arkansas 

August: August 10th monthly Camp meeting. Compatriot James Shelton will be our speaker. 

September: September 14th monthly Camp meeting. Our speaker will be Susan Richardson, her topic will 
be the Roswell Mill women. 

October: October 12th monthly Camp meeting. Our speaker will be Richard Garcia, his program will be on 
the “Los Angeles Mounted Rifles”. 

October 21st 1-4 PM Rose Hill Cemetery tours. 

November: November 9th monthly Camp meeting, James Patterson will give a program on Sam Davis, 
Confederate Hero. 

November 18th 1:00 PM until 4:00 PM. Sam Davis memorial service at the Sam Davis home in Smyrna. 

December: December  14th monthly Camp meeting 

If you know someone that will give a program contact me at: thedixieobserver@gmail.com 
Notice that we will be back in Shoney’s for this 
months meeting, be there by 5pm if you are going to 
eat before the meeting! 

John R. Massey Civil War Cockade order. 

If you want to purchase a John R. Massey Civil War style cockade let me 

know. They will be $22 each with a minimum order of 5 and made by Cock-

ades by Heather They will look good to wear with a Confederate uniform or 

just as a conversation piece. The more we make the public aware of stories 

like our Camp namesake, we will get more interested in  the SCV. Let me 

know at the next meeting or email: thedixieobserver@gmail.com 

2028 SCV Tennessee Division Reunion to be held in Lincoln County! 

Since we will be hosting the 2028 SCV National Reunion here n Fayetteville, it would be good to start working on a 

schedule for the Reunion. Send me your ideas and we can start working on details and logistics. A Committee will be 

formed and we will start having Reunion planning meetings in January. This is the first Tennessee Division Reunion 

to be held in Lincoln County in many years and follows the tradition of the several Confederate Reunions and Forrest 

Escort Reunions held after the War Between the States. It will be a good way to showcase what we have here in 

Fayetteville with tours and memorial services. We will have a reunion program and a Reunion medal to design and 

possibly a Reunion t-shirt. This will also show the local officials that there is revenue to be generated by hosting a 

Reunion and the possibilities that Civil War tourism will bring to Lincoln County. 



Lincoln County Tennessee Confederate Units & nicknames 
 

Forrest's Escort Company Cavalry.  
Captain A. L. Huggins' Battery Light Artillery.  

Captain Benjamin E. Spencer's Infantry  Company.  

23rd Tennessee Infantry Battalion, Company “E".  

1st (Turney's) Confederate Infantry Regiment, Co. G “The Fayetteville Guards”, Co. H “The Shelton’s 
Creek Volunteers”, Co. K “The Boone’s Creek Minute Men” 

8th Tennessee Infantry Regiment, Companies "C", The Petersburg Sharpshooters, Co. D “The 
Norris Creek Guards”, Co. E “The Camargo Guards”, Co. K “The Mulberry Riflemen”. 

32nd Tennessee Infantry Regiment, Companies "A"“The Swan Creek Guards”,  "I" The Millville Men” 

41st Tennessee Infantry Regiment, Companies "A", "C", "D" “The Liberty Guards  and "E".  

44th Tennessee Infantry Regiment, Companies "E", "G", "I" and "K".  

55th (McKoin's) Tennessee Infantry Regiment, Company "H". “Lady’s Guards” 
 

United Confederate Veterans Camp No. 114 Shackleford/Fulton , Fayetteville, Tennessee 

1896: John T. Goodrich, Commander and W. H. Cashion, Adjutant 

1897: Colonel James H. Holman, Commander and W. H. Cashion, Adjutant 

1903: W. H. Cashion, Commander and John T. Goodrich, Adjutant 

1905: W. H. Cashion, Commander and John T. Goodrich, Adjutant 

1908: F. M. Kelso, Commander and J. W. Barnett, Adjutant 

1910: John T. Goodrich, Commander and W. H. Cashion, Adjutant 

1912: James D. Tillman, Commander and G. W. D. Porter, Adjutant 

1914: T. C. Little, Commander and W. H. Cashion, Adjutant 

1921: T. C. Little, Commander 

The Order of Confederate Rose 

The Fayetteville Order of Confederate Rose Chapter is named the Miss Molly Goodrich Chapter 31. Laura Bailey is 

the contact person and you can reach her at:  laura.1lcocr@gmail.com 

You do not need a relative in the SCV, nor an ancestor in the CSA. All you need is a desire to support our Confederate Herit-

age.  The organization is open to all males and females, sixteen years of age and older, regardless of ancestry. Our younger 

children are Rosebuds and Young Rebels. Our goal is to aid and further the cause of the Sons of Confederate Veterans (SCV) 

and support all endeavors sponsored by the SCV, including but not limited to, the support of ALL Confederate symbols.  Each 

state chapter is free to focus on problems important to its own area and to support efforts of a national scope. The OCR will aid 

the SCV by providing additional communications, promoting continuing educational efforts and organizing social functions.  

John R. Massey SCV Camp No. 152 Officers: 

Commander: Chris Doss, chrisdoss14@yahoo.com  

Lieutenant Commander: James G Patterson, thedixieobserver@gmail.com  

Adjutant: Richie Congo, griffith867@gmail.com 

Treasurer: James Shelton,  realrebel@peoplepc.com 

Chaplain: Jerry Lunsford 

Heritage Officer: Wayne (Bear) Thompson, 549grizzley@gmail.com 

Color Sargent:  “Tater” Casteel, weston.cast@gmail.com  



The Dixie Observer 

P. O. Box 8 

Taft, TN 38488 

 

 

John R. Massey SCV Camp No. 152 

IN GOD WE TRUST! 










